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ISummarv
Systematic research covering more than fifty years
has brought the study of the urnfields of the north of
The Netherlands to a point where an attempt can be
made to determine the regional patterns of human
habitation between c. 1100 and c. 500 BC. As a
preliminary to this, the majority of the unpublished
excavations were described in chapter 2. This material
includes descriptions of the author's excavations ar
Buinen (1971, 1972), Havelre (1969, 1972) and Noord
Barge (1972. 1973, 1974), and the remainder varies
from small fragments of urnfields with a few burials to
a large compound urnfield such as Sleen ( 1947-1948\.
The development of burial rites and of porrery \{,as
established by means of analyses of the growth of the
urnfields of Noord Barge, Sleen, Buinen and Havelte.
Three phases were distinguished, viz. early : Elp
cul ture,  l l00 850 BCI middle :  S leen cul ture.  85i . )
700 BC; and late : Zeijen culrure. 700 500 BC.
Subsequently. chapter 3 summarises the results ot'
the above-mentioned research in a typology of 
-erar.es
and pottery. Comparison with the adjoining regions of
Westphalia and Lower Saxony shows that in the north
of  The Nether lands.  especia l ly  dur ing the Sleen cul -
ture. w'e are 
.justiÍ ied in recognising a development
w i th  a  cha rac l c r  o f  i t s  own .
Our stated a i r l .  r iz . .  a  dcterminat ion of  habi tat ion
pat terns and populat ion c lensi t l  .  is  d iscussed in
chapter  -1.  Our s tar t ing point  is  the d isrr ibut ion map
on u h ich as much inforntat ion as possib le rvas p lot ted.
The location of the urnfields appears to have been
determined main ly  by the posi t ions of  the set t lements
and the roads. and by the relief.
Ercrr  lnnr i ly  worked i ts  own par t icu lar  area,  the
boundaries of which were more or less fixed.
The populatron densitl, '  was determined for two
sample regions.  v iz . .  Rolde and Emmen. As far  as we
can judge from the results, there seems to have been no
quest ion of  over-populat ion in  these regions.
I t  would.  fur thermore.  seenl  that  the populat ion
enjoyed a certain degree of prosperity and stabil ity
during the period under discussion.
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